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PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIGS. 

Season ~ March rainfall negligible except on North Coaste 

Wool = Conference in London on post-war marketing, Smaller 
Australian clipe Post-war training of wool textile workerse 
Arrivals and appraisements in Sydney. 


Wheat « Crop preparation delayede 


Dairying Iniustry - Production declining. Inquiry into 
costing basis of milk zone pricese 


General + Poultry feed supplics. Proposed purchase scheme 
for poultry. 


Sugare Good 191.5 prospectse Production in 19)... 


Meats Shipmonts to U.K. in 19d. 


FINANCE AND TRADE. 


General ~ Loan conversion in London. Post war defence policy. 


NSW. State Accounts ~ February, 19.56 


Retail Trade - January, 191.5 


INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT, ETC. 


Generale Re-establishment and Employment Bill. 
Captain Cook Dock officiclly opened. 


Employment, NeSewe, January, 19156 

Building Industry - Private building permits Metropolis, Febses 155« 
Now Houses, private ond Govt., Febre, 1945. 
Govt. and Privrto Building, Febe, 19.56 

Transporte Genatole Relaxation of rail transport restrictions. 

Govt. Tramg and. ‘Buses, January, 1956 
Motor Vehicles, Ploens for post-war manufacture in Australin. 
NeSeW. Fobruary, 195. 


Motor Reristrations 


PART I. PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


SEASONAL CONDITIONS . Drought still persists over the greater part of the Riverina 
and the Western Division. Apart from useful falls on the North Coast in the first 
and last week rainfall during March was negligible. A few scatterod showers in the 
dry areas over the past week-end will result in little betterment. Rain is now 
necdod again along the Coast, especially in the Hunter Valley and the Metropolitan 
division, and in all inlond areas, 


WOOL. English, Australian, Now Zoaland and South African representatives are to 
mect in London on April 16, to discuss post-wer problems of wool marketing, including 
methods of disposing of the war-time accumlation of wool under the British 
Government purchase schome. 


The Australian 19.1.5 clip is expected to be about 3 » 300,000 bales, or 
440,000 bales less than in 1943+, and the weight of wool per bale will avorage 
about 8 lb. lighter this than last scasone 


Shearing in western districts of N.S.W. has been delayed by industrial stoppages, 
but some sheds are working and others are expected to resume shortlye 


Plans for extensive post-war training of wool textile workers have been 
announcede Inaddition to a textile training college being built by the 
Victorian Government at Geelong at a cost of £57,000, others, each to cost £50,000 
are to be built in Sydney and Melbourne and the three are each to be equipped with 
plant valued at £50,000. 


This season to March 27, wool received in Sydney was 818,417 bales, compared 
with 967,316 beles in the corresponding period of 19).34.. To the same date the 
quantities appraised in Sydney wore 8,209 and 956,166 bales, respectivelye 


WHEAT. Absence of rain is holding up the work of ploughing in southern and parts of 
the central sections of the wheat belte 


The Commonwealth Government has approved of the payment of an additionnl one 
shilling per bushel subsidy on wheat from Nose 6 and 7 Pools (19).2=/.3 amd 1943-1 
crops) used for stock feeding, making a total subsidy of about ise 6d. per bushel. 
(This brings the price for such wheat approximately to the price of wheat used for 
human consumption). 


The Prime Minister refused representations of a deputation of wheat growers for a 
higher price (Sse 2ie a bushel) than the guaranteed price of hse 3de a bushel at 
country sidings approved for the 1945-6 crops 


DATRYING INDUSIRY. With a return of dry conditions in dairying districts other than 
on the Coast north of Nambucca, production tenis to decline. In the Sydney and 
Newcastle milk zone consumers have supplies cut slightly, no milk is available to 
milk bars and supplies to cafes, etc. have becn halved. 


= The Conmonwealth Government has appointed Professor L. F. Giblin to report on the 
method used in the determination of costs upon which prices and subsidy to 
producers in the Milk Board's zone are baseds 


GENERAL. Poultry. Supplies of wheat for poultry are to be redwod by one third 
efter this monthe Poultry formers are asked not to rear cockerels, except for breed- 
ing purposes, and the Government is preparing a poultry purchase schome to utilise 
stock which mst be culled on account of the scarcity of fectle 


Sugare Prospects for 1945 production in Australia are encouraging. Sugar produced 
in 19h was 667,900 tons (including 26,800 tons in N.S.W.) compared with 523,550 tons 
in 191.36 


Mente Shipments of meat to the United Kingdom last year were 179,000 tons, or 
2,000 tons cbovo the allocations It is doubted if the allocation of 177,000 tons 
for 19.5 can be reached on account of drought losses and adverse seasonal conditions 
and it has been hinted officially thet a further cut in the Australian civilian 
allocation my be unavoidable. 


PART II,  FINANG AND TRADE, 


GENERAL. Loan Conversion in London. The Commonwealth Government is redeeming 

29405 me of five per cent. stocks in London, of which £29 m represents Commonweal th 
and. £6503 me State debt. Repayment of £34.3 me is to be effected and the remaining 
£60 m. is offered for conversion to 1965@69 stock at par, carrying interest at the 
rate of 3% per cent. per amum. The Commonwealth Bank will take up such amount of 
the new stock as may not be subscribed, The conversion operation will effect an 
annual saving to Australia in interest payments of £2e1). ime 


Post-war Defence Policy, as indicated by the Prime Minister, rests upon 
cooperation with the United Kingdom and the United States; participation in system 
of collective security on world and regional bases; Empire co~operation, and local 
national defence, 


N.S We COVERNMENT ACCOUNTS. In February, 194.5, receipts were £541,000 greater and 
“expenditure £165,000 groater than in February, 196 


Both revenue and expenditure are greater thig financial year on account of the 
special orrangements for the relemption of £3.8). m of Treasury bills (as noted at 
Pe 4 of BS. 195/24) In the eight months ened Fobruary the actual excess 
payments over reocipts in Consolidated Revenue Fund was £7098 me in 19.5 compared 
With £8623 me in 19.31. (giving a net improvoment of £0+25 me)e In results of 
business undertakings there was a regression of £0e17 mse with the excess of revenue 
over expenditure £6209 m this year compared with £6426 me in July-Febes 1943-0 
The overall result for the eight months was thus £80,000 less favourable this year 
than last ycare 


Railway expenditure declined £55,000 less than did revenuc; for trams and 'buses 
the increase in revenue did not match that in expenditure and the excess of revenue 
wes £35,000 smaller. There were regressions of £121,000 in the Road Transport and. 
Troffic Fund ond of £6,000 an account of Main Roadse Receipts and exponditure for 
Sydney Harbour wore £75,000 ond £29,000 respectively greater, so that the net results 
for the eight months was £7,000 better this year than in 19.30pe 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT ACOOUNTS. 
Eight months ended Februarye 
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| -— ‘Inerease (+) 


Accounts. | 1Db dpe | § Gh Gig | or 
| Decrease (-) 
| 000 £000 | £000 
Revenue ~ Consolidated Fund 165731 20,932 +) dy 201 
é Business Undertakings 28,515 26562 ~ 1,889 
Main Roeds 1,601 1,769 + 168 
Total 46 8.7 (+) 254.80 
Expenditure - Consolidated Fund 2-99 57 28,908 + 3,951 
é Business Undertakings 22, 229 20, 50), - 1,725 
Main Roads 1,634 1,805 - 47h. 
Total Sie ot? | Sofa BOO 


Excoss of Expenditure 


@ Railways, Troms and 'Buses, Road Transport ond Traffic Fund, and Sydney Harbours 
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RETAIL TRADE. In a group of large stores in Sydney the value of sales in January, 
194.5 was 2ei per cent. greater than in Janey 1944.6 This was one of the largest 
snereases comparing a month with the same month of the precoding year yet recorded. 
Some part of the inorease would be due to the incidence of two more trading days in 
Jane, 1945 than in Jame, 1%d.¢ In tho three months, Nove = Jane, the valuc of 
Sales decreased 1869 per cent. from 1 MANWl.2 to 19,213 and again 1.1 per cent, from 
1.243 to 19,3, but increased 14 per cent. from 19.3—b to 195. 


Stocks of these traders ware 266 per cent. greoter in value at the end of 
January, 194.5 then a year earlier, and over the months Nove = Jane, 19k5 averaged 
309 per cent. more than in the Corresponding months of 1943l,, but wero still 
appreciably below their level in 4 Dil 260 


_ Departments showing significant improvoment in stocks in January, 191.5 compared 
With Jane, 191. wore Books, Stationery, otce, (324%), Fancy Goods (133%), Women's 
Wear (12.2%, including Girls! and Childrens! Wear 30%), Mon's end Boys! Weer 
(6%, including Boyst Wear 14.4%), and Dress Piece Goods (218%). Stocks of Boots and 
Shoos were 3125 par cents and of Furniture (including Mucical Instruments ~25,.2%) wore 
8e2 per Cente Lower in value then in January, 19Llp6 


RETAIL TRADE ~ EXPERIENCE OF LARGE SYDNEY STORES. 


Percentage Increase (+) or Decrease (+) from corresponding period previous yeor. 


Yoor | lagust | Sopt. | cts | Nove | Dece | Jane | Nove=Jane 
Valuo of Solese 

1ten2 | (4) 16053 (s m5 | (+) 18.4 | 

1245S | (+) 5e7 | (~) 700 | (=) 1703 

1943 {3 07 a 11465 | ( 

VOL dd 5 t (+ 11.8 + Ty ae 


Value of Stock, 


1941—42 (+) 905 | (+) 1005 | (+) 1349 
194.23 | (+) 130 | (+) BoD | t+) 201 
4 Ob. Zod. 3 11 od. be 1020 | =) et 
1 Dpdp ml 5 +) he2 i (+) 5eO | (+) bed 


ace tenet ne a atte eterna a anngeeneeasedfnn 


A feature of recent trading has been the markod inoreases recorded in sales 
of dress piece goods, and Intterly of furniture and hardwaree Sales of women's 
weer have tondcd to improve rather more than of mon's and boy's wears For boots 
and shoes the value of turnover has barely attained the level of a year carlicr, 
mainly, it is understood, becausc of the difficult supply situation, (The 
increase for boots and shoes shown for Jane, 1945, is no more than that attributable 
to the extra shopping days compared with Jnney 19) 6 


RETATL TRADE = SALES BY LARGE SYDNEY STORES. 


Percentage movement from same month in preceding year, 


Wearing Apparel. 
ica, Cee ae a a wemamnmees CMR gee eens 
Month Dress Picce | Women's Men's & Boys! | Boots & | Piece ard. 
Goods Wear Wear | Shoes Goods Hardware 
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PART III, DOUSTRY, TRANSPORT ETC, 


GNERAL. The Re-establishment ani Employment Bill, now before Parliament, deals 
with the problem of return of servicemen and women (ani other war workers) as part 
of the general problem of post-war reconstructions Its measures rest on the 
principles of high and stable employment, high and rising stanlerds of living, a 
comprehensive social sccurity programe, intensive development of national resources, 
an ae military and political provision for defence. The main features of 

e ercy» 


Development of a Commonwealth Employment Service out of the present 
National Service Office organisation; 

Right of re~instatement of servicemen and women in former employment 
(a Re~instatemont Committee and a Central Information office in 
Dept. of Repatriation to be established to facilitate re~instatemont); 

Preference in employment for a period of seven years to membars of the 
Forces who served six months or more in 191)~18 wer or the 1939= war; 

Similar preference to civilians "with comparable service" (Central 
and Regional Preference Boards to be set up to registor civilians 
entitled to preference); 

Moratorium provisions and special assistatce for disabled persomnel; 

A programme of vocational cnd industrial training on which the States 
arc to co-operate; 

Loans for business purposes and re-establishment allowances for servicemen 
perdling placement. 


The Ceptain Cook Dock, built in Sydney Harbour, at a cost oxpected to approach 
£9 me, was Opened officially by H.R.H. the Governor-General on 2th March, 194.5e 
The dock is capable of receiving the largest vessel aflonte 


Employment in N.S.W. The seasonal docrease in persons in employment between 
December, 1944. ana January, 191.5 (1,200) was much smaller than that usually 
exporienced, At 779,700 the total number employed was 5,500 greater than in 
Januery, 19, males having increased by 6,4.00 and females having deoreased by 900 
over the twelve months. 


During Jone, 194.5, there were 800 meles added and 300 fonales lost in Go vernne nt 
erploynent, while private employers engaged 1,300 rore males and dispensed with 
3,000 females. Over the twelve months enfled Jone, 194-5, the number in Government 
employ decreased by 2,300 (with loss of 2,700 fernles and a gain of 4.00 males) 
but 6,000 more men and 1,800 more women, a total 7,800, were cdded to private pay 
rolls« 


Government employment reached its highest end privete employment its lowest 
war~tine level in July, 1943. Since then there have been a decrease of 5,600 anda 
gain of 13,100 respectively. 


NEW SOUTH WALKS. 


Estimatod Salary ani Wage Earners Enployod (Excluding Rural Workers and Houschold Domestics. 
(Includes Civil Construction Corps in N.S.W a 


MALES FEMALES 
| ‘Govte Govt. | Covt. 
> (Ct thState|Private (C'th.State | Private o' thestat 
Local and {Employ | Total | Local and Enploy~ |Total Total 


arse | 


Allicé) « os 


000 ~t000 | 1000 
139—Jull 13665 39304. | 52909 6979 
he ove 44d. 03 411 «1 555 elt Tie 
Dec. | 1464 4A0e~e1 | 55605 783 8 
W3—-JTone, | 15506 37501 | 55067 773 03 
Dace | 15266 36902 | 524.8 72 
dpa Tone 4 5205 369 6 52201 | TThe2 
Dec. | 15201 Fives | 526c4| eo? «| 21005 (25405 | 19603 | Be [12048 
MGeTone | 15209 | 37506 | 5205 | 4309 |, 743 [251402] 19668 | 58269 17797 


a ' 
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In industrial groups the major changes during January, 19.5, were increases of 
1,200 (all males) in Transport and Commmication and of 1.00 “ (all males) in 
Buil ding and. Construction. There were decreases of 900 in Retail Trade and of 800 
in Factories - the former a seasonal movement and the latter a continuation of 
recent trend. Other groups showing increases were mining and Quarrying and 
Professional and Personal Services (each of 300) and Commerce ani Finance (other 
than Retail Trade) of 200). 


Noteworthy was the gain of male employees in Factories (700) and in Retail 
Trade (1,000), during Januarye In the twelve months ended Jane, 19/5, thare was 
a loss of 4,200 men and of 5,600 women from factories, but since Scptenber last, 
tales have increased by 100 while fomalos decreased by 2,700. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


ESTIMATED TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IN MAIN INDUSTRIAL GROUPS. 
Thousands e 


Tear | Mining Building Transport Other |Profcssion« 

und. Factory | & & & Commerce|al & Person: 

fonth | Quarrying | Construction | Communication & al Services. 
(2) (b) Finance (c) 


| Me |B. Me |P. 


939=July | 158081 5963 


3 + 
M. Bh | Me |B 
Not available. 
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MAeNove | 2105/8007} 2508 | 2] 5005 | «7 , 7908 Be. [ho 5 1le209 

Dece | 213 62/8148 2508 02 14.90 | “Wwe 8148 Bel Lie2 1d 

Wh3—Tane 21646 | 90 0h Del) 102) 3600. | 7 18009 | 1008 | 3062 |Do4 

Dece | 22020 96 e. Aef 2 2 28 of | B09 1 Fel Def LOe1 
bm Tane | 24909!) We | Ane | o2| Belt “rT ley 1305 28 oh. 137 05 bdpo8 | Gly oly 
7 te 1d-e0 5005 |0el, 3506 | 2057146 oly | 67 al 


W5SeTane | 24507! 8828! 208 | ae es ae ay | 4)¢00 
| aoe Cone 


29453845 


5507 |a0.7|46 136763 


(a) Revised. (b) Including Aay.g. projectse (c) Including Education, Hoalth, Hotels, 
Restourants, and Professional ani Personal Services (except private 
domest ios) « 

BUILDING INDUSTRY. Private building permits granted by local authorities in Sydney 
and suburbs in February, 194.5 were valued at £191,376 compared with £145,037 
the preceding month and £133,814 in February, 19). Excepting only July, 194.3 
(£201,089) and December 191.2 (£191,563) this was the highest value for any 
month since January, 194.2, but in comparison with pro-war activity the revival in 
building construction is still very limited. Morcover, there is reason to believe 
that some permittees are unable to place contracts for the work as approval 
beceuse of scarcity of labour and building materialse 


NEW HOUSES. There were 88 new houses included in private permits granted in 
February, 1945, which is the grcatest number for any month since January, 1942.6 
These ani alterations amt additions also approved had an estimated value of 

£65,0k7, compared with a total value for houses (new and alterations etc.) of £12,317 
in February, 194. Other comparative particulars follow:= 


NUMBER OF PRIVATE PERMITS FOR NEW HOUSES ~ SYDNEY AND SUBURBS, 
“Financial | Half year envled | 
aa > a Year 
Dece June 


“4939-40 
494. 2b3 
4 91, Sell 
1 9bdpnle5 
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In February, 19.5, there were only 5 new houses in the metropolis contracted for 
or authorised on Government account, making 35 in the two months of 191.5 compared 
with a monthly everage of 60 in the latter holf of 19)pe 


Elsewhere in the State, houses contractod for or authorised on Government 


account in Februery, 1945, numbered 52, falling 34 short of the monthly average in 
duly ~ Decey 19hlee 


The Commonwealth Treesurer recontly approved of new Comoperative Buildiny Societies 
now forming functioning in the finance of members in the erection of new houses 
umer permit granted by the War Orgenisation of Industry Division. An increas ing 
number of such permits is being granted. 


Government Build. ne. Contracts accepted or work authorised in February, 1945, for 
erection of buildings in N.S.W. far Conmonvealth and State Governments totalled 
£199,468 compared with £323,646 in Jenuary, 194.5, and an average of £273,949 a 


month in July = Dece, 19\J6 Of the totol £98,616 was for buildings in Sydney and 
suburbse 


Total Building. Particulars of private building, other than in the Metropolis, 

arc available only quarterly. The total velue of all Government building authorised 
in N.S.W. and of private permits granted in Sydney and suburbs in February, 1915, 
was £390,8l,., compercd with £68,683 in January, 194.5 ond a monthly average of 
£429,147 in July = Dece, 194-6 In Sydney and Suburos, Government buildings 
roprescnted 4.97 per cent. of the total in Jan = Febe, 1945 compared with 62e1 per 
cent. in Jane = Fobe, 194. and 5565 por cent. in Septe Qre, 19. AS there were no 
Government housing projects included in Jan. ~ Fobe, 194. the movement toward 
ereater use of available biilding resources of civilian purposes is somewhat 
ercator than the percentage comparisons indicate. 


VALUE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE HUILDING IN N.S.W. 
(£ thousanéis) 


fares en 


| Sydney ani Suburbs | Balance of State | Total New South Wrles. 


Puriod. fo 


Govt. | Total | Private |Govte | Total | Private |Govt. | 


Private | 
Nee = = ae ee es 
Yoar 19,01411,718 | 89 112,612) 4,487 | 2,672 7,159 , 16,205 Ts, 566 
49.31 1,361 | 3109 | 1.4.70 FOB i1e2it [te719.) 1y669 [4530 
1944. | 1,603 |1,757 | 3,360 867 | 1,093 |1,960| 2,470 | 2,850 


! 

Sept Qret Dd. | 1.36 | 2 978 | 257 386 64.3 | 693 | 928 4,621 
Dooe Qret DM. | 4.95 4.32 : 927| 258 | 283 | 5i,4 | 753 | 715 | 44468 
49. Febe 133 | 155 | 288} (a) | 62] (a) | (2) | 217 (a) 
194.5 Jane 145 | 2B 379 | (a) 90 | fs} iB | 5 | be 

Feb. | igt | (96| «89| Ca) | tor} (a) | (a) | 199 | (a 

i. | (a) jvailable only quertorlye is Peta 

RANSPORT,. 


Gonerale Urder decisions of the Wer Railway Committee sleeping cars (on both 
intorstate and intra~stote trains) are to be restored, train services improved and 
priority regulaticns governing intarstate travel are to be modified as from April 8, 
19.5. Persons hitherto incligible for interstate travel may now be given a 

permit (Priority 5) to trevel if accommodation is available after requirements of 
persons with Priorities 1 to 4. are mote 


GOVERNMENT TRANS AND ‘BUSES. The nusber of passenger journeys, gross earnings and 
Torking expenses of Governments trams ani tbuses in Jamary, 1945 were each a 
record for the month of January, but the surplus on working (before meeting 
interest, dopreciation, otc.) failed to roach thet accrued in Jamary of other 
war-time yoarce 


Te 


In the seven months ended January passeneer joumeys wore 21.7 million preatar, 
pross earnings were £91,000 greater and working expenses were £05 000 preater in 
19hj5 than in 193d e Although the operational result was £31,000 better this 
than last year, it was significantly less favourable ee in n duly nee of the years 
1939.0 to 1942.3 inclusive. 


NS.eie COVERNMENT TRANS > AND "BUSES = SYDNEY AND NEWCASTIA. 


| Month of J Jamorys * Seven months ondod January » 
et |, Sabi Veritas | not. Pass seng a rade. iv cotta | Not i ae 
emai | Earnings i Expenses | Harnings | Journeys. | Earnings pres Earnings 
a es eee ee ae ee eM ne ee Ae 
| millions | £000 | £000 £000 millions £000 £000 
19394,0 | 3207 | ee | 312 109 21902 29610 29179 od 434 
eed es 480 387 | 93 281 40 35173 24639 53h 
1b 2a.3 | | 20d 482 {| 05 | 77 | 287 62 39 2h.5 | 29827 | 418 
195ml | Wn as ee | Th. | 29906 | 33a | 39002 | . 388 
Wien | ATT | 510 | wd | 69 524 | Syhtt | 54062 | BD 


x Excluding Depreciation, ¢ Gross carnings less working cxpenses available 
to pay interest, doprccintion, ctc. on loon dcbis 


MOTOR VEHICLES. Manufacturing. The Commemicalth Covarnment has accepted proposals of 
General Notors-Holden Lids; for the post=wa mamfacture of motor vehicles in 
Austroline The proposal is to mke a light choap car adapted to Australion 
conditions involving a capital investment of sore £205 mm and creating employment, 
directly and indirectly, for mbout 5,000 persons. The Company seeks no bounty, 

no special tariff protection or other concessions, but asks assurance aa the 
Government will not, itself, umortake the sane activities. Propos als 

expected of ao similor nature from other large oversea cntcerorises es in 

motor vehicle manufacturce 


MOTOR REGISTRATIONS. First rogistrations Guring February, 19.5, averaced only 
six Cars and 38 lorrics and vans per woeke The nurber of now motar vehicles 
registered fell to the low weekly : wera ge of 27 in 19).2+43 and increased to an 
average of 8 in JanesJune, 1944, but in ScptaFobe, 194.~,.5 the average declined 
again to 62 per wocke 


Re-registration of laid-up vchicles continuss to ascount for theo greater part of 
the increase in totel registretions. During February, 19.5, there was an incroase 
of 723 (including 208 cars and 34.5 lorrics end vans), ‘The rate of increasc has 
tomlod to slacken latterly - increases in successive months since Septembar, 1s 
were 15248, 1,216, 1,459, 2,012, 809 and 723. & sorious shortage of tyres 
reinforces petrol retioning as « deterrent tc use of motar vehicles for other than 
essential purposese 


MOTOR WHIOIAS RUGISTERUD I N,S.tl. 


At end of months Incro ise 
Vehicles ae A ae GE cas 1 SL RT a ae 
‘ wes | nity, | Fobe, | Nove | Dece | Jane | Febs 
19596 | 19426 | 1945+ | 19M | 19h» | 1Dk5e | 1945. 
(3 2 EOS Oe a ee i 
000 000 000 | 
{ \ 
Cars 21666 | 17020 | 1808 | $57 86h, | 
Lorrics end Vans 7746 7009 | Bie2 | 5t2 578 | 
A11 Vehicles | 52902 | 267 elk | 29501 | 4p.59 | 2,042 | 
i ! ! | ‘ 
Sees eee ee a oe 


tt Pro-wer peoke # Lowest war-time nwubor cf carse 


